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Why a Tiny Art Show? Lessons Learned

* “Magnificent Miniatures” s peaks directlyto the USMA
Library Mission Statement which charges us to make the
librarya place to engage with knowledge and ideas

Introduction Further Engagement: Creating the Exhibit

* Use program to raise awareness of library services,
staff and collections
We createda "Magnificent Miniatures" LibGuide to
connect patrons with resourceswithin our collection
aboutthis unique art form. Staff made a point to
engage with cadets, faculty and staff as they came to
visitthe exhibit.

As library professionals, we aim to share our holdings in
dynamicways, particularly exhibit development. Art can
be an expression of experience, and by participating in this
program, cadets conveyed theirindividualvoiceswithin
the broaderstoryof life at West Point. Next, as exhibit
designers, we were able to tapintoourown creativityand
aestheticsensibilities and orientation as we chose label
templates, typeface, selected s pacesandapplied
considerations of accessibility, shape, size, and color when
arrangingworks into eye-catching groups that featured a
particular subject. From there our audience could decide
forthemselves howeach piece fits into the larger
framework ofthe exhibition.

A unique challenge forSLA librarians is to provide
programs and outreach to patrons that are heavily
scheduled orhave an intense workload. Passive
programmingis one approach. This posterillustrates
one highlysuccessful passive initiative. The United
State’s Military Academy Library’s passive Tiny Art
program “Magnificent Miniatures” resultedin 95
canvasesof original cadet artwork. These canvases
were used to produce a major art exhibit, which proved
so popular,itwas then digitized.

* Creating an exhibit fromoriginal cadet artwork provided
an opportunity for cadets to engage with the exhibit
(both atthelibraryandvirtually), the library collection
and eachother. Settingup voting made the program
interactive andlead to a greaterapprediation oftheart.

Select a meaningful theme

We gave cadets the option to submit canvases that
were “Inspired by West Point.” This spoke directly to
the USMA Library’s strategic direction to “Inspire the
Corps of Cadets.” Thistheme gave the programa
much higher profile, drew the attention of many
organizations on campus and beyond and ultimately
gave the exhibita more cohesive look.

* This isanapplication of scholarlyinformation. Artistic
creationis a creative problem process, and itincludes
skillssuch as critical thinking, analysis, investigation and
innovation. Creating artwork allowed our cadets to
produce original works ofscholarshipandbe part of the
scholarly conversation.

Why Passive Programming?

Passive programming such as Tiny Art results in active
learning thatis self-paced and self-directed. This
eliminates time and scheduling barriers (for both
library staff and patrons) and creates opportunities for
patronsto interact with library staff and resources as
theirschedule allows. Passive programs are budget-
friendlyand canbe usedyearafteryear.

Design Considerations

Leverage the high participation rate to obtain
research data, but follow proper protocols

This program proved so popular, we soonrealized
there were enough participants to queryfordatathat
was representative of the entire Corps of Cadets.
Moving forward, we will securean IRBsowecan
exploit this high participation rate to gather data
aboutimproving mental health outcomes through
library programming.

* MuseumStylevs. Salon Style

* To Frame ornotto Frame?

Digital Exhibition
Marketing and Outreach

* Used this opportunityto digitize the tinyart
forfuture inclusionasanew seriesin
USMA Archives and Special Collections .
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