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Letter from The Editors 

 

Dear Reader, 

 

The efforts of the cadets, officers, and faculty members that have 

made this edition of Report possible have been commendable. On behalf 

of us all, it has been an honor. To our authors, editors, and advisor, thank 

you for your support and contributions to Report. 

In 2022 the uncertain tides of 2020 gradually receded to reveal a 

familiar shore. Familiar but not the same. And as we all return to ‘life as 

normal,’ we here at Report are reminded that history is not cyclical. Just 

like the Earth, we do not revolve and return to the same point. We are 

pushed ever forward, gaining wisdom through experience and hindsight. 

We hope too to gain wisdom through history. 

And on this, the 120th anniversary of West Point’s founding, we, 

the editors, would like to turn your attention to our founder, Thomas 

Jefferson. Ever the philosopher, student, administrator, and penman, we 

write this letter in the confidence that we are fulfilling (if not 

unpredictably) Jefferson’s ultimate vision for the United States Military 

Academy. On the topic of history, he once wrote: 
History by appraising them of the past will enable them to judge the 

future; it will avail them of the experience of other times and other 

nations: it will qualify them as judges of the actions and designs of men; 

it will enable them to know ambition under every disguise it may 

assume; and knowing it, to defeat its views.1 

We feel that Thomas Jefferson’s thoughts on the value of the study of 

history are as important to us as they were for his contemporaries. Thank 

you for your support of cadet publications and Go Army, Beat Navy! 

 

Sapienta Per Historiam, 

William Hogan 

Editor-in-Chief 
 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, edited by William Peden, (University 

of North Carolina Press, 1996), 148. 
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