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From The Editor 

 

The cadet editorial staff is pleased to present the second 

issue of Report. Founded last spring, the journal seeks to provide 

a creative outlet for exemplary cadets whose work is unique in 

scope, skill, and ambition, encouraging the study of history as a 

medium through which we can better understand our own time. 

We hope that Report furthers West Point’s mission of producing 

creative and thoughtful leaders who can adapt to the challenges 

that face our army and nation. More so than perhaps ever before, 

our army relies on extensive cultural awareness, in tandem with 

conventional military techniques, to meet its challenges. In the 

words of this fall’s Thayer Award recipient, former Secretary of 

Defense Robert Gates: “language, regional and cultural skills are 

enduring warfighting competencies that are critical to mission 

readiness in today’s dynamic global environment.” Successful 

officers must understand their unique historical setting and 

appreciate the tremendous weight that their decisions may carry, 

addressing problems not with ingrained biases but, rather, with as 

clear and comprehensive an understanding as possible. In the 

words of our Cadet Prayer, we must simply endeavor “never to 

be content with a half-truth when the whole can be won.” It is 

our hope that Report will do justice to our colleagues around the 

world who already epitomize this maxim. 

The following articles reflect this dedication. Natalia 

Gruenbaum’s novel analysis of the Rwandan Genocide reveals 

the grave consequences of making assumptions about the past in 

order to shirk one’s own responsibility for prior events. Peter 

Mitchell and Shelton Proctor investigate the intransience of 

cultural convictions, noting that no popular judgment is eternal. 

Brian Sears and James Byrn reevaluate such convictions in 

papers unique to the United States Military Academy: narratives 

of wartime events that grant credence to subjects who might 

otherwise have been forgotten. Finally, we present two award-

winning senior theses from last year’s graduated class, the 



authors now both serving as lieutenants. Diane Leimbach’s study 

of the Office of Strategic Services in World War II and Thomas 

Richardson’s original work on Joan of Arc exemplify the depth 

of research and quality of writing that the best of history scholars 

strive for. 

We would like to thank the History Department, led by 

Colonel Lance Betros, for its continued leadership and financial 

support that allows cadets each year to pursue their passions and 

broaden their intellectual horizons. 
 

Steven J. 
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Editor-in-Chief 

West Point, NY 
 


